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fefcenSy germhtibus arborum gemmas fruSiiferas 
referentibii., 

I have had an opportunity lately of examining 
this curious, flefhy, coral-like figure in the micro- 
fcope, and .find, that all the interftices between the 
ftars are filFd with eggs of' different fizes, each ad- 
hering by one end to a very fine capillary filament. 
The fmalleft eggs are globular, and as they advance 
in fize, change to an oval figure ; from thence they 
aflume the fliape of one of the radii of theftars. 

In feveral of thefe ftars I have obferved a fmaller 
radius, as it were, endeavouring to get into the cir- 
cle 5 and notwithftanding their feeming connexion 
in the center as one animal, I believe I fhall foon be 
able to fhewyou, in a drawing from the microfcope_, 
that each radius is a dillind: animal by itfelf. I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Lawrence-lane, Jan. 22, Your moft afFeftionatc Friend, 

1756. 

John Ellis. 



LXII. "Two fingular Cafes of difeafed Knee^ 
joints fuccejsfully treated. "The frfi by 
topical Applications ; the fecond by Ope- 
ration. By Mr. Jofeph Warner, F. R. S. 
Surgeon to Guy's-HofpitaL 

Read Jan. ^2>T^ Scafes of the larger joints of the 
1756. J J extremities have always been look'd 

upon by furgeons of the greateft eminence in their 

pro- 
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profeflion, to be attended with confiderable danger 
to the patient ; and with the greatcft reafon, fincc 
they have been convinced from much experience, 
that thefe maladies are too often the confequences of 
depraved habits of body, arifing from fcrophulous, 
fcorbutic, or fome other general caufe. But tho' 
we are fufficiently apprized of thefe fadts, and that 
they too often baffle the greateft ikill in phyfic and 
furgery, we are neverthelefs not to infer from hence, 
that every diforder of this kind is attended with the 
like bad circumftances j fmce it is well enough 
known to the experienced, that difeafes of the joints, 
particularly thofe of the knee, are fometimes merely 
local complaints, which may not only be aflifted by 
furgery, but perfed:ly cured. Thefe fpecies of tu- 
mors I now hint at, are thofe, which are diftin- 
guifhed by the name of hydrops articuli, or the 
dropfy of the joint ; of which there are, as I have 
often obferved, two different kinds. The one, wherein 
the difeafe is fituated in the membrana adipofa, and 
neighbouring parts on this fide the capfular liga- 
ment. The other is that fpecies of difeafe, wherein the 
fluid is contained within the capfular ligament, be- 
twixt the extremities of the thigh-bone, and the 
largeft bone of the leg. The firft fpecies of tumor 
may be diftinguifhed from the fecond by the touch ; 
from the appearance of the tumor of the firft kind, 
which is pale and uniform ; from a want of fludtu- 
ation ; and from the little or no degree of pain at- 
tending it. The repeated ufe, for fome weeks, of 
emollient fomentations, mercurial friftions, and gen- 
tle purges, has been often known to remove this 
diforden At other times it has been found, jthat 
Vol. 49. N n n thefe 
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thefc applications have had little or no effe<5t, but 
that the difeafe has given way t03 and been totally 
removed by the ufe of perpetual bliilers to the part 
ajffefted ; which fhould, in moft inftances, be conti- 
nued for feveral weeks. At other times, I have 
known the Pifleleon Indicum, in Eng^fh called the 
Barbadoes tar, to have fo good an effd:, by being ap- 
plied every day to the joint, for fome weeks, even 
after every other remedy had failed, as to cure fuch a 
diforder of the knee-joint, as had hitherto been judged 
defperate : in which cafe there plainly appeared to 
be an enlargement of the bones, as well as a very 
conliderable one of the integuments, and of the 
tendinous and ligamentous parts, but without any 
apparent inflammation. In this inftance there was 
no extravafated fluid could be difcover d ; however, 
there was an immobility of the joint, and a confi- 
derablecontradionof thehamfl:rings. The pain was 
extravagantly great, which the patient defcribed as 
fhooting thro the ligaments of the joint, the knee- 
pan, the extremities of the thigh-bone, and thofe of 
the leg. He had a fevere fymptomatic fever, which 
had been of many weeks continuance, and was be- 
come o^reatly emaciated thereby. The reafon for 
my giving fo particular a relation of the circumflances 
attending this fad proceeds from my defire of re- 
commending a tryal of the fame remedy, in the like 
cafes ; which, as far as I can judge from my own 
experience, may always be fafely done, where there is 
no degree of inflammation already formed upon the 
integuments. And I am farther induced to communi- 
cate aihort hiftory of the cafe to this Society, as it is an 
application I never faw made ufe of before, in the 
^ like 



[ 455 ] 

like cafe, tho' the ufe of it has not heen uncommon 
in old fprains of the joints; wherein it has oftentimes 
been found to be of fingular fervice, even when 
other remedies have been ineiFecftually tried. 

The fecond fpecies of hydrops articuli , or that where- 
in the extravafated fluid is contained within the capfular 
ligament, may be diflinguifhed from the firft^from its 
deep fituation 3 from the fluduation, which is felt upon 
patting the knee on one fide, while the other hand 
is held immoveably on the oppofite fide *, from the 
degree of pain arifing from the diftenfion, which the 
capfular ligament fufFers, in confequence of its con- 
tents ; from the incapacity of bending the joint ; and 
from the circumfl:ance of its being attended with no 
general complaints of body, as well as from the fud- 
den enlargement of the tumor ; upon the increafe of 
which depends the degree of uneafinefs in the part. 
This is very far from being the cafe, in that kind of 
difeafe called the fpina ventofa, which arifes origi- 
nally from the medulla and bone itfelf being difeafed ; 
from whence proceed grievous pricking and throb- 
bing pains, that come on previoufly, in general, to 
any vifible enlargement of the part afFe£ted, or any 
discoverable quantity of fluid depofited in the joint ; 
the difference of which fymptoms refulting from the 
different difeafes may be learned from the fucceed- 
ing cafe, wherein it was judged necefi^ary to cut more 
than once thro* the capfular ligament, in order to 
evacuate its^ contained, extravafated fluid ; which, 
contrary to the common received opinion of Wounds 
of the ligaments being attended with certain de- 
flruftion to the limb, fhould always be done under 
the like bad circumflances, in reafonablc expectation 

N n n a of 
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of removing a complaint, which totally difables the 
patient, and too frequently terminates in the lofs of 
the limb, when neglected. And I am more particu- 
larly inclined to recommend this practice, as I am 
convinced, that this difeafe is out of the reach of fuch 
applications, as are of fervice in other difeafes of thefe 
parts, whofe fituation is more fuperficial ; that is, 
on this fide the ligament, in which is contained the 
fynovia. 

William Drury, aged 28, by bufinefs a porter, 
was put under my care, on the 5th of September, 
175-4, for a diforder in his knee. Upon enquiry, 
it appeared greatly fwelled, was attended with ex- 
ceffive pain, which was continual : there was not 
the leaft degree of inflammation upon the integu- 
ments ; the patient was incapable of bending his 
knee in the leaft degree, or of fetting his foot to the 
ground. He could get no reft. The diforder arofc 
without any accountable caufe, and had been only 
of three weeks ftanding. Upon placing one hand on 
the outfide of the knee, and by patting with the other 
on the infide, it was eafy to difcover a fluctuation ; 
on which account I judged it advifeable to make an 
opening into the tumor, which I did by inciiion oa 
the upper and infide of the knee-pan, as this was 
the moil prominent part 5 upon which, a thick, gela- 
tinous fluid, deeply tinged with blood, was difcharged 
in a full ftream to the quantity of fourteen ounces. Af- 
ter the whole of it was evacuated, I paflTed a probe 
thro' the wound, whfch went under the knee-pan : 
the wound was fuperficially drefs'd with lint, and the 
whole of the knee was covered with a pultice of ftrong 
beer-grounds and oatmeal. The patient complained 

of 
6 
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of confiderable pain for about four hours afterwards, 
when he grew eafy, and fo continued till the fecond 
day after the operation, when the knee became a 
good deal painful : there was no difcharge from the 
wound. Upon enquiry I found he had not been at 
ftool for three days, which occationed the admi- 
niftring of a clyfter, by which ftools were procured, 
and the pain became confiderably abated. On the 
third day from the operation there appeared a conli- 
derable difcharge, and his knee was quite eafy, 
which continued fo till the fixth day, when the dif- 
charge was much abated. The pain returned and con^ 
tinned till the eighth day, when the difcharge re- 
turned again, and the pain was removed. Obferv- 
ing from this time, that the difcharge encreafed, 
and fo continued eafy till the eleventh day, which 
proceeded altogether from within the joint, I dilated 
the wound, that the matter might have a more 
ready iffue. This anfwered my expeftation, and the 
patient continued eafy till the fifteenth day, when he 
complained of a return of pain. Upon examination, 
I perceived the outfide of the knee was fwelled, 
and upon preflure I difcovered a fluftuation j whkh 
induced me to make an incifion thro' the integu- 
ments and capfular ligament, on this fide ; which, I 
difcovered, by the ufe of the probe, that pafied under 
the knee-pan, to have a communication with the 
wound on the infide. From this time the patient 
went on very well, without any farther complaints ^ 
and in about twelve weeks from the firfi: operation^ 
he became perfeftly well, and ftill continues fo^ 
without any other complaint than that of a fmall 

degree. 
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degree of ftlffnefs in the joint, as I have very lately 
had an opportunity of informing myfel£ 

During the whole time of the cure^Imade ufe of 
emollient fomentations, drefled the wounds fuper- 
ficialiy, and continued the pultice of ftrong-beer 
grounds and oatmeal, which were the only me- 
thods taken in furgery for his relief. 

Hatton-Garden, 
Jan. 3 1, 1755. 



LXIIL ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Wil- 
liam Pye, dated Manilla, Od. ift, 1754^ 
to his Brother in London. Communicated 
to Mr, Benj. Wilfon, F. R. S. by the Hon. 
Mr. Barrington. 

Read Jan. 29, "|" Will now give you fome defcription of 
^""^ jL ^^^ place. Manilla is one of the 
largeft of the Philippine iflands, and the city is 
much larger than Oxford, and has two univeriities 
in it, and is inhabited only by Spaniards. The houfes 
are large, and built very flrongs the ground-floor is 
ftone 5 the walls of a prodigious th cknefs ; all above 
is wood, and fo contrived, that every piece of timber 
has a connexion with each other, all over the houfe : 
they are let into one another, and joined together, 
that the earthquakes, which are very terrible and 
frequent, may not throw them down. The con- 
vents are likewife very ftrong and handfome. The 
fuburbs are very extenlive^ and well inhabited. 

In 



